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35th Annual Classic Wines Auction Raises $3 Million for  
Local, Family-Focused Charity Partners  

The Portland, Oregon-based nonprofit benefits Metropolitan Family Service, YWCA Clark County, 
Friends of the Children - Portland, New Avenues for Youth and Unity Center for Behavioral Health 

 
PORTLAND, Ore. (March 6, 2019) - More than $3 million was raised at the 2019 Classic Wines 
Auction, which was held at the Oregon Convention Center on March 2. This year marks the 35th 
anniversary of the organization’s top-earning event with net proceeds benefiting five local 
nonprofits: Metropolitan Family Service, YWCA Clark County, Friends of the Children, New 
Avenues for Youth and Unity Center for Behavioral Health.  
 
With another successful season in the books, the Classic Wines Auction has raised nearly $50 
million for its nonprofit partners since the Auction’s inception in 1982. This milestone comes on 
the heels of its 2018 event again being honored as one of Wine Spectator’s top 10 charity wine 
auctions in the U.S. 
 
“We are overjoyed to see the generosity of our community and their support of youth and 
families in Oregon and Southwest Washington,” said Heather Martin, executive director of the 
Classic Wines Auction. “This year’s auction highlighted the progress we’ve made since starting 
35 years ago and we are thrilled to see the continuous excitement from our attendees, donors, 
sponsors, and nonprofit partners.” 
 
The presence of many long-time philanthropists from the Pacific Northwest created an 
unforgettable evening, with more than 800 people attending the event. The auction items 
featured exclusive travel excursions, rare wines and more. The silent and super-silent auctions 
raised record amounts this year and the event’s highest-grossing items included Super Bowl 
Champion Quarterback Russell Wilson’s 2019 Mercedes-Benz G550 SUV - donated by Auction 
Presenting Sponsors Mercedes-Benz of Portland and Mercedes-Benz of Beaverton. Top lots 
also included a trip to Rome and Tuscany including a private meeting with the Pope with 
Modern Adventure, a trip to Monaco for the Formula 1 Grand Prix and luxury trips and 
experiences provided by each Honorary Wine Ambassador.  
 
For high-resolution images of the 2019 auction by John Valls, click here. 
 
 

http://www.classicwinesauction.com/
http://www.classicwinesauction.com/
https://www.metrofamily.org/
http://www.ywcaclarkcounty.org/site/c.brKRL6NKLnJ4G/b.9240651/k.BD64/Home.htm
http://friendspdx.org/
http://newavenues.org/
http://newavenues.org/
http://www.legacyhealth.org/giving-and-support/featured-areas-to-support/center-for-behavioral-health.aspx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MLdrZUBJwWnDYJWU9UpcemwaW3rKTeiz?usp=sharing
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The 2019 Honorary Wine Ambassadors were recognized at the Ambassadors Dinner on 
Friday, March 1:  

● Oregon: 00 Wines and Cristom Vineyards 
● Washington: Doubleback Winery and Woodward Canyon Winery 
● California: Rombauer Vineyards and Silver Oak Cellars 
● France: Becky Wasserman & Co. and Domaines Ott 

 
At the Ambassadors Dinner, Classic Wines Auction was also honored to present the following 
awards (click here for photos):  
 
ORVI Award - Véronique Drouhin, Domaine Drouhin Oregon 
The ORVI Award recognizes individuals that have demonstrated significant achievements in 
building the Oregon wine industry and establishing its worldwide reputation. These individuals 
have generously supported the Classic Wines Auction and its nonprofit partners.  
  
VINI Award - Greg & Michele Goodwin 
The VINI Award recognizes individuals that have used their enthusiasm and support of 
viticulture and passion for the community to increase the success of Classic Wines Auction 
events. 
  
Koerner Rombauer Award - George Hosfield 
The Koerner Rombauer Award for Service recognizes individuals, like Koerner Rombauer, who 
have consistently served, funded and supported the Classic Wines Auction and its benefitting 
nonprofit partners.  
 
35th Anniversary Leadership Award - Roger Hinshaw, Bank of America 
This special 35th Anniversary award was presented to Bank of America for more than 20 years 
of generous support of the Classic Wines Auction, with total contributions totaling more than $1 
million.  
 
Throughout the year, Classic Wines Auction hosts a number of events in support of its nonprofit 
partners, including: 

● Corks and Forks: June 6, 2019 
● Spring Winemaker Dinner Series: April 23-28, 2019 
● Fall Winemaker Dinner Series: November 2019 

 
About Classic Wines Auction 
Consistently recognized as one of the top ten charity wine auctions in the country by Wine 
Spectator Magazine, the Classic Wines Auction has raised nearly $50 million for local nonprofit 
partners since its inception in 1982. Based in Portland, Ore., Classic Wines Auction, Inc. is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to producing the Classic Wines Auction and related food and 
wine events to raise funds for local organizations benefiting children and families, including: 
Metropolitan Family Service (MFS), New Avenues for Youth, Friends of the Children-Portland, 
YWCA Clark County and Unity Center for Behavioral Health. For more information, visit 
https://www.classicwinesauction.com/  
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fp62aa367bmg8k5/AAAbjbJW7fkHHSinghSMd6jla?dl=0
http://www.corksandforkspdx.com/
http://www.winemakerdinnerspdx.com/
http://www.winemakerdinnerspdx.com/
https://www.classicwinesauction.com/

